KURT COBAIN  ( 1967-1994 )
BORN: Feb. 20th, 1967, Aberdeen, USA

shy, sensitive

rebellious teenager

1984: drops out of high school

1985: arrested for spray-painting graffiti

1987 Cobain + friend Chris Novoselic + Dave Grohl form punk-rock band “Nirvana”

1988-89: tour Europe in a van

1989: RELEASE first album “Bleach” 
1991: “Nevermind” – (best album of the year for American music critics)

( new category in rock music: GRUNGE  (loud simple guitar music, dirty hair, ripped jeans and shirts)

Drug addiction (heroin)
1992: Kurt + Courtney Love ( marry in Hawaii

Cobain refuses to play the part of a rock star – too much pressure…
April 8th, 1994: aged 27, found dead in his Seattle home (shot himself)
JAMES DEAN ( 1931-1955 )

BORN: 1931: Feb 8th, Indiana, USA

1940: mother dies – lives with relatives

(1948) plays basketball in High School team 

1949: goes to California to attend College

1950: acts in a Pepsi Commercial

Early 1950s – goes to New York, attends Actor’s Studio, plays on Broadway + TV shows

Introverted, rebellious, troubled; fast cars and motorcycles lover…

1955: 3 films: The Valley of Eden, Rebel Without a Cause, The Giant. – cult movies

1955: 5:45 PM, September 30, dies in a car accident (aged 24)
1961: honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame

BOB MARLEY ( 1945-1981 )

BORN: 1945: Feb 6th, Jamaica
1963: Forms the Wailing Rudeboys (later becoming The Wailin' Wailers) 

1964: The Wailers's first single, 'Simmer Down', reaches Number 1 in Jamaica's JBC Radio Chart.  the group begin to release a series of singles that feature regularly in the Jamaica charts. 

Early 1970s: huge success in the Caribbean.

1968: Marley begins exploring Rastafarianism (= a religion teaching that black West Indians will one day return to Africa…) – Rastafarianism begins to influence the group and their music.  

1973: A UK tour attracts rock critics 

May 1976 

The Wailers play a concert in Los Angeles later listed in Rolling Stone's 1987 feature Live! Twenty concerts that changed rock'n'roll.  "Rastaman Vibrations" released. 

Sept 1980: collapses while jogging and then cancer is detected in him

11th  May 1981: Marley dies of cancer. 

July 1981: A re-release of 'No Woman, No Cry' charts in the UK. 

May 1984: The "Legend" compilation is released: it spends 12 weeks in total at Number 1 in the UK album charts, and also becomes a permanent fixture in the US album charts. 

1990: 6th February is declared a national holiday in Jamaica. 

John Lennon ( 1940-1980 )
Born 1940, Liverpool

Lives with an aunt; Meets Paul McCarney at school

1957
Goes to Liverpool College of Art

1960
Lennon and his friends become ‘The Beatles’

1962
First record (Love Me Do) come out

1963
Beatles become very popular. John and first wife Cynthia have a son: Julian

1963-1970
Beatles’ success continues. A lot of Number 1 records

1970
Beatles break up

1971
John starts solo career

1974
John and Yoko Ono have a son: Sean

1980
His record Double Fantasy comes out. It’s very successful

1980
John Lennon is murdered in front of his home in New York on 8th December (shot dead by a fanatic)
Marylin Monroe ( 1926-1962 )
1st June 1926
born Norma Jean Baker in Los Angeles


has a difficult youth, marries for the 1st time when 16, divorces at 20

1950 1st serious role in J. Houston’s The Asphalt Jungle
1953
play is Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

marries for the 2nd time to baseball star Joe Di Maggio

1956 divorces Joe Di Maggio and marries playwright Arthur Miller

1959 great success with the film Some Like It Hot
very unhappy, considered beautiful but stupid; lots of rumours (also on prob. love affair with president J.F. K.)

5th June 1962
found dead in her home in Los Angeles

	GROUP GAME – 21 questions

Study the biographies and answer the questions:

1. Who was arrested for spray-painting graffiti?
2. Who went to Liverpool College of Art?

3. Who died in Los Angeles?
4. What did grunge artists look like?
5. How old was Marylin Monroe when she first got married?
6. Where was Bob Marley from?
7. What’s the name of John Lennon’s first wife?
8. What is Rastafarianism?
9. Who played basketball in High School?
10. When was John Lennon murdered? 

11. What’s the name of Kurt Cobain’s band?

12. Who murdered John Lennon?

13. Who died in a car accident?

14. Where is the 6th of February an important date?

15. What type of man was James Dean?

16. Name the title of a song by Bob Marley.

17. Name the title of a film with Marylin Monroe.

18. What did Bob Marley die of?

19. Who had a love affair with a president of the United States?

20. Who did not live with his/her parents?

21. Who died young?
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USA GLI APPUNTI PER RACCONTARE LA VITA DI ALCUNE STAR FAMOSE











