
 T u r i n  i n  t w o  h o u r s  ! ! !  

 
Piazza Castello is the hotspot of tourist Turin, home to grand palaces such as Palazzo Reale, the royal 

palace of the Savoy dynasty, and Palazzo Madama, previously a castle, prison, barracks, senate house, 

and now a museum. The piazza is an attractive central spot, and are lots of benches around the square, 

making it a good place to rest from the sightseeing.  
Palazzo Reale - On the north-eastern side of Piazza Castello, a little square can be seen. It is called the 

Piazzetta Reale, and is closed by a cast-iron gate topped by statues of the Dioscuri, twin brothers of Helen 

of Troy. On the far side of Piazza Reale is a view of the Royal Palace, residence of the Savoy family since 

1865. It is possible to go on a guided tour through the various rooms where the rulers of the Savoy 

household once lived.  After the Second World War the Royal family were exiled from the country, and 

have only recently been permitted to return. Their former home is well worth a visit.  

Palazzo Madama is situated in the centre of Piazza Castello, with its facade facing Via Garibaldi. It takes 

its name from the two Royal Dames who lived here, Maria Cristina and Giovanna Battista. During past 

centuries, it was the home of the Savoy family, as well as the site of the signing of important treaties, and 

the seat of the Italian Senate when Turin was the country's capital. Today it houses the Museum of 

Ancient Art. 

Duomo and the Turin Shroud - One of the only disappointments for visitors is that you can't see the 

Turin shroud. Although it is housed in the city's Duomo - when not being subjected to testing - the shroud 

is currently kept safely locked up. A large photograph is the nearest you can get to examining the 

shadowy impressions. The charming cathedral itself comes as a refreshing Renaissance surprise after all 

the Baroque grandeur of Turin, while from its steps you can see the ruins of Roman Turin. 
Palatine Gate - Between the Piazza della Republica and Palazzo Reale sits the Porta Palatine, one of the 

four Roman city gates of Turin. Built around 25 BC, This was the Northern Gate to the city. It opened out 

onto the Cardo Maximus, the north south axis road, which terminated on the other side of the city. 

Between 1872 and 1934 restoration was undertaken to achieve the original appearance after centuries of 

structural additions and neglect.  

Piazza Solferino - Connected to piazza Castello by via Cernaia, piazza Solferino is a lovely (though 

busy) area of the city. It is surrounded by 19th Century buildings including Palazzo Ceriana designed by 

Carlo Ceppi. Fancy bars (for example Il Norman) and the teatro Alfieri surround the piazza. 

Piazza San Carlo - One of Italy's most stunning and beautiful squares, known locally as Turin's drawing 

room. Built in the mid 17th century and designed by Carlo di Castellamonte, perfectly laid out, porticoed 

and elegantly proportioned. At the square's southern end lie two churches, on the left, Santa Cristina, on 

the right, San Carlo, whilst in the centre stands a statue of Emmanuel Filbert, known as "El Caval 'd 

Brons" (The Bronze Horse). The square bisects Via Roma and makes the perfect place to stop for a coffee 

or aperitif. 

Egyptian Museum - One of Turin's best museums is the Museo Egizio (Egyptian Museum), reckoned to 

be the best collection of Egyptian artefacts outside Cairo. There are fascinating reconstructions of burial 

chambers, and plenty of mummies to delight the macabre imaginations of children.  

Carignano Palace - One of the most original Baroque buildings in town. From the vestibule, two 

curvilinear staircases lead to the noble floor, where it was situated the party room transformed in 1848 in 

the room of the Sub Alpine Parliament. The palace was doubled in size from the interior side with the 

creation of the 19th century wing with heavy façade towards piazza Carlo Alberto, lying behind. 

Palazzo Carignano, where Carlo Alberto and Vittorio Emanuele II were born, was the seat of the first Sub 

Alpine Parliament and since 1861 of the first Italian Parliament, until the capital was moved to Florence 

in 1865. The building hosts at present the National Museum of the Italian Risorgimento, and other 

smaller museums. 

Subalpine Gallery - It is one of the commercial malls of the city of Turin. It features decorative elements 

in both Baroque and Renaissance style and it's sourrounded throughout the whole perimeter by a balcony. 

The gallery space was occupied by the Ministry of Finance until the capital of the Kingdom of Italy was 

moved to Florence. Today there are several business premises including the historic café Baratti & 

Milano, an art gallery, an antique bookstore and a cinema. 

Via Po - The plan for the street was drawn up in 1673 by architect Amedeo di Castellamonte, and via Po 

soon became known for being one of the most beautiful streets in Europe. The 1,250 meters of porticos 

http://www.visitatorino.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=18&Itemid=34&limit=1&limitstart=4


on both sides of the street start from piazza Castello and arrive at piazza Vittorio Veneto, two steps away 

form the Po and from the Murazzi. Today via Po is one of the main commercial streets of the city center: 

on the right (going towards the river) there is an endless line of café’s, shops and bookstores; on the left 

you’ll find Palazzo degli Stemmi, Palazzo dell’Università and outdoor used books stands. 
Piazza Vittorio Veneto - It is the biggest square in Europe. During the weekend it is one of the favourite 

venues for young people in town. The name celebrates the victory of the Italians against the Austrian in 

WWI (1918). It marked the end of the war on the Italian front. The Torinesi simply call it piazza Vittorio. 

Gran Madre di Dio - It is a Neoclassic-style church located in front of Piazza Vittorio Veneto, at the 

western side of the bridge Vittorio Emanuele I. 

The church was proposed in 1814 to celebrate the return of the King Victor Emmanuel I of Sardinia to the 

crown after the defeat of Napoleon. The church architecture recalls the Pantheon in Rome.  

Mole Antonelliana (Antonelli's Dome) and Cinema Museum - One of Turin's most conspicuous tourist 

attractions is the Mole Antonelliana. Originally intended as a synagogue, the Mole is a tall nineteenth-

century brick building topped by an aluminium spire; a strange edifice celebrated on Italy's 2 cent coins. 

It was designed by the famous architect Alessandro Antonelli.   The building is home to the Museo 

Nazionale del Cinema, Italy's National Cinema Museum, which has many interesting displays and clips 

to watch and is well worth a visit. Little themed 'booths' around the central space are great fun when not 

over-run with school parties: you can watch romantic clips reclining on a bed, or comedy while sitting on 

toilet seats. A long spiralling walkway leads up the walls of the building: it doesn't go anywhere but you 

can appreciate the architectural space and the light-shows.  A lift takes those with a good head for heights 

up to a lofty roof terrace. The glass lift ascends through the open central space of the building's cinema 

museum before reaching the pinnacle. There are stupendous views over Turin from the open-air platform.  

 

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE ??? 

     
 

    
 

    
 

    
 





“ W h a t  t o  s e e  i n  T u r i n ”  

    
 

Antonelli's Dome   Cinema Museum   

Piazza Castello and the Royal Palace  Palazzo Madama   

piazza Vittorio Veneto  Via Po and the Gran Madre di Dio  

piazza San Carlo   Piazza Solferino    

Palatine Gate   the Duomo  Carignano Palace    

Egiptian Museum     

Subalpine Gallery  Royal Theatre  

 


